
    Greensboro Montessori School 

          2011 Summer Camps  

Session 1 - June 20-24
Session 2 - June 27-July1
Session 3 - July 11-16
Session 4 - July 18-22
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“Can You Dig It?”

“ A Week in the Woods”

            “Trailblazers”

           
            “Montessori Market”

           
  “Exploring Your Neighborhood”
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Upper El and Middle School

The Swordbird Society                                      Ages:  9-14                 		  Weeks: June 27, July 11
8:30-3:00

Utilizing techniques from successful writers (Ernest Hemmingway, Stephen King, Anne Lamont),  teachers (Natalie 
Goldberg, Brenda Ueland, Julia Cameron), and screenwriters (Syd Fields, Rick Reichman), campers will begin to 
discover and uncover their own authentic voices.  Campers will practice discipline, nurture their creativity, and quiet 
the inner critic.  They will learn skills such as how to write any place and any time, capture dialogue, build an idea file, 
and mine stories from their own lives and from history.  Emphasis will be on  story and character arc, and depending 
on each student’s interest, may be applied to prose, poetry, and scripts.  A writer’s workshop model will be used.

Teachers: Pete Turner, GMS media specialist and professional actor.

Can You Dig It?		           Ages:  9-14       		  Week: July 11
8:30-3:00 

A hands on science and history based field school for future archeologists at GMS. Students will use the scientific 
method on the Agape Retreat Center (the GMS land lab site) to explore local native culture and history. Students may 
make projectile points, baskets, clay pots, in addition to site surveys and actual digs. One summer students uncovered 
a fire pit from former indigenous peoples.  Campers will meet at the Agape Retreat Center in Oak Ridge each morning 
and be picked up there as well.

Teacher: Deirdre Kearney, GMS Middle School language arts teacher, historian, and anthropology hobbyist.  

Trailblazers Extreme		           Ages:  10 and Up      		  Week: July 18
8:30-5:00 

Similar to the Trailblazers camp, with longer, faster paced hikes.  The camp includes some swimming, but great 
emphasis will be on hiking and exploring longer trails.  

Recommended for EXPERIENCED hikers.  Campers will meet in the office each morning.

A waiver will need to be signed for each camper.

Teachers: Morgan Kratovil, GMS middle school history teacher and coach, and John Archambault, GMS upper elemen-
tary teacher and middle school coach.

Toddler
Musikgarten, Montessori and More        	 Ages: 2 .5 - 3.5      Weeks: June 20, June 27
8:30 – 11:30

Musikgarten’s programs are based on meeting the developmental needs of the children as they grow.  This summer 
program will immerse your child in language, evoke movement, stimulate the brain, foster physical coordination, and 
develop listening skills.  Children will enjoy singing, fingerplays, parachute games, moving, dancing, listening games, 
and playing simple instruments, all while developing a strong musical bond and working in a prepared Montessori 
environment.

Teacher: Denise Waller, GMS toddler teacher and certified Kindermusik and Musikgarten teacher.

 
No Child Left Inside     			   Ages: 2 - 3	         Weeks: June 20, June 27, July 11, July 18
8:30 – 3:00 

“I have to go to nature to be soothed and healed, and to have my senses put in tune once more.”  John Burroughs

Did you know that exposure to nature is essential for physical, emotional and mental health?  New studies suggest 
that being in nature can improve the cognitive abilities of children as well as increasing their resistance to stress and 
depression.  This camp is a favorite each year.  Each week will have a different theme:  “Beach,” “Things That Grow,” 
“Growing Our Food,” and “Feel the Beat.”  Most of the mornings will be spent in the woods walking the labyrinth, 
playing the outdoor musical instruments, looking under rocks, and doing special activities according to the weekly 
themes.  The first 2 weeks the children will learn Spanish and English vocabulary.  The last 2 weeks the campers will 
hear Spanish and German.  The camp will meet each morning in Camille and Linda’s classroom.

Teachers: Linda Baggish and Camille Garrett, GMS toddler teachers, and Gabriela Spang, GMS CASA teacher

Taking a Giant Step     			   Ages: 3 - 3.5	         Week: July 18
8:30 – 11:30 

This camp has proven very beneficial for supporting toddlers and new students in transitioning to the Primary 
classroom environment. Children have the opportunity to adjust to a larger room with more activities and a different 
routine. Taught by a toddler and primary teacher, this works to make this camp a valuable transition experience for 
the child.  The camp will meet in Syeda’s classroom.

Teachers: Kumiko Sakai, GMS toddler teacher, and Syeda Ahmed, GMS primary teacher.
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Primary and Lower El
Surf’s Up!  Art Camp by Abrakadoodle     	  	 Ages: 3-5     	             Week: June 20
8:30 -1:00			                     	        		
This camp transports us to a virtual tropical paradise where we’ll create the perfect wave, design fish that may look a 
little like Uncle Harry, make and fly airplanes towing a message, create watercolor seascapes, and learn about several 
artists including Heather Brown, Ali Mabuha, Brian Jungen, Drew Brophy, Jim Blower and Ran Ortner.  Campers will 
learn different artistic techiniques while learning about contemporary and master artists.

Teacher: A teacher from the Abrakadoodle Art Education Company will teach this class. 

Garden Art Safari Art Camp  by Abrakadoodle     	 Ages: 3-5	               Week: June 27		
8:30 – 1:00
Abrakadoodle and Lady Bird Johnson’s Wild Flower Center jointly created this amazing art, nature and science camp 
all rolled into one!  Art lessons focus on the elements in a garden such as soil, plants and pollinators, plus artistic 
styles and techniques that lend themselves to a garden environment.  Artists discussed: Claude Monet, Gustav Klimt 
and Melanie Smythe.  Students will use paper, paints, colored pencils and other creative materials in this camp, plus 
organic materials they will gather.  This camp will meet in Kelly and Rhea’s classroom.

Teacher: A teacher from the Abrakadoodle Art Education Company will teach this class. 

Dreaming of the Future Art Camp by Abrakadoodle	 Ages: 3-5 	                 Week : July 11     			 
8:30 – 1:00

If you’ve ever dreamed of being a super sleuth, a super hero or heroine, race car driver, architect or space explorer - 
this is the camp for you!  Follow the clues to create an artist’s sketch of the perpetrator.  Learn about fingerpainting 
and make your own special fingerprint art.  Show your super duper power in a photo illustration.  Put your imagina-
tion into overdrive as you design a city for the future.  Explore outer space while learning about the Hubble Telescope.  
Build and name your own star!  Students will learn different artistic techniques while learning about contemporary 
and master artists.  This camp will be in Kelly and Rhea’s classroom.

Teacher: A teacher from the Abrakadoodle Art Education Company will teach this class.

Abrakadabra!  Art Camp by Abrakadoodle           	 Ages: 3-5	                   Week: July 18
8:30 – 1:00		
Learn a new magic trick each day!  Mix up a new, interesting color for a bubbling magic potion.  Create a rabbit, then 
make him disappear.  Use special paper and PRESTO your artwork magically appears.  Create monochromatic 3D bat 
sculptures, learn how light works in photography, create a magic wizard hat, design a Van Gogh peeping eye portrait 
and more!  We’ll complete 10 creative, & educational projects while also learning about magic.   This camp will be in 
Kelly and Rhea’s classroom.
Teacher: A teacher from the Abrakadoodle Art Education Company will teach this class. 

2

Upper EL and Middle School
Trailblazers	             		  Ages:  10-14              		  Week: June 20
8:30-5:00

“In every walk with nature, one receives far more than one seeks.”  John Muir’

This is a very popular camp for those who love being outdoors and exploring nature.  The focus of this camp is to have 
fun hiking through our state parks and national forests.  In addition to the hikes, hikers will swim, practice good hiking 
etiquette, and learn basic wilderness survival skills.  The experience will promote an appreciation and understanding 
of our state’s resources and of nature itself.  Campers will meet in the office each morining.

A waiver will need to be signed for each camper.

Teachers: Morgan Kratovil, GMS middle school teacher and coach, and John Archambault, GMS upper elementary 
teacher and middle school coach.

Art for Fun		                                                   Ages:  9-14                		  Week: June 20
8:30-3:00

We will work with clay, leather, wood, and glass to make 3D objects campers can take home.  Campers will explore 
several types of art, media, and fun.  Campers will meet in the GMS art studio. 

Teachers: Meigan Parrish, GMS art teacher and Deidre Kearney, GMS middle school language arts teacher. 

Dumbledore’s Army Boot Camp	                        Ages:  9-14   			   Week: June 27
8:30-3:00

Enter Harry Potter’s world through books, movies, games, arts and crafts, and magic.  Campers will design their own 
wands, listen to audio versions of the books, watch and discuss movies, create games, design costumes, and make 
their own brooms to play Quidditch.

Teacher: Dierdre Kearney, GMS middle school language arts teacher. 

Dungeons and Dragons	           	 Ages: 10 and Up	                            Weeks: June 27, July 11
8:30 – 3:00		
Dungeons and Dragons is an imaginative social experience that engages players in a rich fantasy world filled with 
larger-than-life heroes, deadly monsters, and diverse settings.  The experience includes acting, storytelling, social 
interaction, and a board game.  Players will create heroic fantasy characters which they will guide through an ongoing 
series of adventures, and collaborate to defeat monsters and work through other challenges to grow in power and 
glory.  The game offers endless opportunities for creativity, problem solving, teamwork and critical  thinking skills.  
You can do whatever you can imagine!  This camp will take place in Morgan’s classroom.
Teacher: Morgan Kratovil, GMS middle school history teacher and coach.
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Primary and Lower EL

A Week in the Woods         	                    Ages: 4-9       	     Weeks: June 21, June 27
8:30-3:00

This popular camp is back!  Each day campers will be in the woods learning some of the basic Needs of People: shelter, 
food, water, clothing and artistic expression.  The campers will create these basic needs as they sew, paint, build, make 
music and more.

Teacher: Shelley Reynolds, GMS primary teacher

Spanish Immersion    	     	                   Ages: 4-6                 Weeks: June 20, June 27, July 11, July 18
8:30-3:00

Experience an extension of our primary Spanish Immersion classroom, integrating the Montessori curriculum, Spanish 
language, and cultural activities.  Campers will participate in Latin American culinary arts, crafts, geography studies, 
songs, and games, as well as working with the Montessori materials in both English and Spanish.

 Teacher: Carmen Romero, GMS primary Spanish Immersion teacher. 

Rhythm and Drum    	     	                   Ages: 5-8                 Week: June 27
8:30-12:00

Come have fun and drum!  Campers will learn African hand drum rhythms and songs, create and improvise rhythms 
on the djembe and play rhythm games to improve coordination, music skills and group awareness.
 
Teacher: Betsy Bevan, a professional musician, recording artist, music teacher and visual artist.  Betsy has offered this 
popular camp for several years.  Betsy works at GMS in the primary non-napping room.

 Lower EL and Upper EL
Exploring Your Neighborhood        			   Ages:  7-10   		 Week: June 27
8:30-3:00

Campers will pile into the School’s activity bus to go on a field trip everyday to visit special sites around the state.  
Campers will visit an organic farm, go hiking at Hanging Rock, tour the Museum of Life and Science in Durham, and 
explore the GMS Land Lab at the Apgate Retreat Center in Oak Ridge.  There will be a different experience each day.  
Campers will swim, hike, take creek walks, have picnics, visit butterfly houses and more.  Campers will be actively 
exploring and learning each day.  The campers will meet in Kaki’s room each morning. 

A waiver will need to be signed for each camper.

Teachers: Mary Jacobson and Kaki Sowinski, GMS lower elementary teachers. 

Montessori Market			                            Ages:  7 and Up	 Week: July 11
8:30-3:00 

Each summer some of the School’s campers create art, crafts and food items, along with picking produce and flowers 
from the School’s gardens to sell in an outdoor market.  Each year the campers decide how the profits from the market 
are used to support children outside of the school.  In years past, the money has been donated to purchase school sup-
plies for children in Guilford County, to support the Children’s Home Society, and to support digging a well in Niger for 
children who don’t have clean water.  This is a great way for children to learn to give back as they are learning different 
crafts, making jam, bread, pesto, cobblers and more.  This popular camp will take place in the GMS gym and gardens.

Teachers:  Mary Jacobson and Kaki Sowinski, GMS lower elementary teachers who have offered this popular camp for 
several years.

Moving On Up!				    Ages:  6 and 7	 Week: July 18
8:30-3:00			                

Give campers moving into the GMS lower elementary the advantage of spending a relaxed week of transition from 
primary to lower elementary.  This camp is designed to spend mornings acclimating campers to the lower elementary 
environment, curriculum and routine.  Afternoons will involve making crafts from the lower elementary cultural stud-
ies curriculum: history, science, and geography.  Campers will meet in Mary’s classroom.

Teachers:  Tracy Carr, GMS primary teacher and Mary Jacobson, GMS lower elementary teacher.
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