Transitions for Infants
Dear Parents…
Morning Arrival

Before entering the room, please take off your shoes and your child’s shoes. If your child is able, allow him/her to enter the room on his/her own by your side. Enter the room quietly and speak softly to those present if necessary. If one teacher is involved in a caregiving activity (i.e. diapering, feeding), please do not interrupt this time. If you need to speak with a teacher, please wait for that teacher to be done or speak with the other teacher.

When you enter the room, please first wash your hands and your child’s hands at the sink in the kitchen area. Next, please label all of your child’s food items with his/her initials and the date (This can also be done at home.). If you are not ready to leave at this time, please sit quietly on the floor and allow your child to move freely as he/she chooses. Your child may remain close to you or he/she may move away. You may want to tell your child that you will be staying for “_____” minutes, and then you will leave. When you are in fact ready to leave, please tell your child you are leaving, say your good-byes, and leave promptly. Lingering in the classroom or coming in and out of the door will make the transition more difficult for your child. If you are concerned about your child, you may observe from the observation window. You may also call us if needed.
Please know that it may take a while for your child to adjust to coming to our classroom. Each child is unique and deals with separation and other transitions in different ways. In fact, the same child may deal with these issues in different ways during different stages of life.
Departure

This time should be calm and quiet just as arrival. This will particularly be helpful for the children who are not leaving at the same time as your child. 
Again, please take off your shoes before entering the room. Quietly greet your child, collect your child’s items and daily sheet, and tell him/her that it is time to go. Please speak softly with the teachers. If you need to speak with a teacher further and she is able, she will meet with you briefly off to the side or outside the classroom. However, if it is not an appropriate time, the teacher will set up a later time to meet. If there is something you know you need to discuss with a teacher, please go ahead and set up a time to meet. 

**In order to respect the other children in the classroom and to give you full attention, arrivals and departures are not ideal times for in-depth conversations and conferences. Remember—you may also contact us by phone or email if you have any questions, comments, or concerns. 
Thank you for allowing us to spend this special time with your child!

Maria and Jenny

